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Cosmic Radiation

ion comes from extremely energetic
e sun and stars that enter Earth’s
: articles make it to the ground,
ile others interact with the atmosphere to create
rent types of radiation. Radiation Ilevels
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orimordial radionuclides and

> SOUrCe terrestrial radiation. Trace
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T man activities. Trace amounts of
10active elements have dispersed in the
7ironment from nuclear weapons tests
accidents like the one at the Chernobyl
ear power plant in Ukraine. Nuclear
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AVErage Doses and Sources
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ording to the National
Radiation Protection and
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leverts (620 millirem). The pie chart
below shows the sources of this average dose



Computed Tomography 24%

Nuclear Medicine 12%

Interventional Fluoroscopy 7%

Conventional Radiography/Fluoroscopy 5%

Sources of Radiation Exposure

Industrial < 0.1%
Consumer 2%
Terrestrial 3%

Internal 5%

Occupational < 0.1%

. Space5%

Medical Background |

Radon & Thoron 37%

Sources

e ta

Average Annual Radiation Dose




g radioactive minerals:
r body).
e ground).

f the average American’s dose comes from medical procedures.
include the dose from radiation therapy used in the treatment of
ically many times larger.



from common radiation sources, both



RELATIVE DOSES FROM RADIATION SOURCES

All doses from the National Council on Radiation Protection & Measurements, Report No. 160 (unless otherwise denoted)
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